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HeRe Lab
Joint laboratory between the University of Florence and

the Florence World Heritage and relations with UNESCO Office of Municipality of Florence
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MACRO AREA 1
Governance, institutional and 
international relations and participation

Project 3
FLORENCE HERITAGE DATA SYSTEM
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MACRO AREA 2
The planning, preservation and 
knowledge of heritage

Project 5
UPDATING OF URBAN PLANS |
STRUCTURAL PLAN AND OPERATIONAL PLAN
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Results achieved – FLORENCE HERITAGE DATA SYSTEM

• Creation of a functional and 
integrated geographic 
information system

• Updated information on the 
World Heritage site “Historic 
Centre of Florence”

• Easily searchable platform

• Updating of the list of buildings 
that are “at risk” due to disuse 
and/or decay, of the mapping 
of attributes of Outstanding 
Universal Value and potential 
future ones,



Results achieved – FLORENCE HERITAGE DATA SYSTEM



Art. 15 Regional Landscape Plan (PIT)

identification of WHS areas
quality objectives aligned with the site values
common regulations for all the WH sites in Tuscany

Urban Master Plan
(In Italy, the Urban Master Plans consist of two distinct urban 
planning tools: Piano Strutturale and Piano Operativo)

Table 3 of the Piano Strutturale identifies UNESCO designations 
subject to protection
Art. 59-69 of the Piano Operativo:
- stipulates that the Historic Centre (Core zone) and the Villas (Core & 
Buffer zones) are exluded from areas where solar panels can be 
installed;
- any interventions altering the city skyline must undergo prior 

verification using the visual cone method.

Heritage Impact Assessment
In 2018 HeRe_Lab developed a Preliminary Investigation Model based on 
the mechanisms of the Heritage Impact Assessment that serves to 
monitor and direct urban development projects. 

Results achieved – UPDATING OF URBAN PLANS 



Results achieved – UPDATING OF URBAN PLANS 

WebPO

• Consultation of urban planning tools
• Updating information
• Management of database coordinates
• Georeferenced information
• Access to information by local technicians

Piano Operativo

Piano Strutturale

https://webpo.comune.fi.it/webpo/pc/index.jsp#home



Results achieved – UPDATING OF URBAN PLANS 



Florence World Heritage and relations with UNESCO Office
firenzepatrimoniomondiale@comune.fi.it

Carlo Francini – Site manager of the Historic Center of Florence
carlo.francini@comune.fi.it

Martina Franco – PhD Candidate of Heritage Research Laboratory
martina.franco@unifi.it
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